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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 4-7, 10-1 1 ,& 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Gropper et al. (WO 03/046689; enclosed herein). 

Claim 4-7, 10-11, & 14-15: Gropper teaches a control system to control the execution 
of operational items by the diagnostic imaging system (Page 16, Para 0053). Gropper 
teaches a user interface coupled to the control system, the user interface including a 
scheduler module which generates an ordered selection of operational items 
autonomously ordered by the selector module for execution under control of the control 
system (Page 14, Para 0046). Gropper teaches the ordered selection being generated 
by arranging the operational items in said ordered selection of operational items based 
on parameter settings of the operational items wherein the scheduler module is 
configured to issue instructions to the user promoted by the operational items during 
imaging (Page 3, Para 0009 & 001 1 , Page 4, Para 001 3-001 4, Page 1 1 , Para 0036, 
Page 14-15, Para 0048, & Claim 24 & 26). Operational items are described in the 
Applicant's Specification on Page 2, Line 8-15 and understood to encompass various 
different functions such as patient handling functions and handling of patient information 
therefore parameters settings such as medical study data, patient data, patient location 
information and institution data as data items entered in the system of Gropper read on 
the operational items as disclosed by the Applicant. Gropper teaches wherein the 
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imaging apparatus is a MRI (Page 16, Para 0053). Gropper teaches a database with a 
browser (Claim 25 & Page 5, Para 0020). Gropper teaches wherein the schedule 
module supports an editing mode (Page 35, Para 00136). Gropper provides progress 
information related to the execution of the operational items during an imaging session 
(Claim 18 & Page 16, Para 0054). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gropper 
et al. (WO 03/046689) and further in view of Karmalawy et al. (US Patent No. 6,603,991 
B1). 

Claim 9: Gropper teaches a control system to control the execution of operational 
items by the diagnostic imaging system (Page 16, Para 0053). Gropper teaches a user 
interface coupled to the control system, the user interface including a scheduler module 
which generates an ordered selection of operational items autonomously ordered by the 
selector module for execution under control of the control system (Page 14, Para 0046). 
Gropper teaches the ordered selection being generated by arranging the operational 
items in said ordered selection of operational items based on parameter settings of the 
operational items wherein the scheduler module is configured to issue instructions to 
the user promoted by the operational items during imaging (Page 3, Para 0009 & 001 1 , 
Page 4, Para 001 3-001 4, Page 1 1 , Para 0036, Page 1 4-1 5, Para 0048, & Claim 24 & 
26). Gropper teaches wherein the imaging apparatus is a MRI (Page 16, Para 0053). 
Gropper teaches a database with a browser (Claim 25 & Page 5, Para 0020). Gropper 
teaches wherein the schedule module supports an editing mode (Page 35, Para 00136). 
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Gropper provides progress information related to the execution of the operational items 
during an imaging session (Claim 18 & Page 16, Para 0054). Gropper teaches various 
imaging modalities [MRI, X-ray, etc] (Page 15, Para 0051) but fails to teach patient 
displacement among the various imaging modalities. However, Karmalawy teaches a 
displaceable patient support (Figure 7, Element 7) controlled by a control system to 
displace the patient support among the various imaging stations (Col. 5, Line 59-67). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of 
Gropper to include control of a displaceable patient support as taught by Karmalawy in 
order to allow for close correspondence between the locations of the patient's internal 
organs during both a CT scan and a NM scan, which will provide more detailed or richer 
view of the patient's internal organs (Col 5, Line 36-44). 

4. Claims 1 2 & 1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gropper et al. (WO 03/046689) as applied to claim9 above, and further in view of 
Karmalawy et al. (US Patent No. 6,603,991 B1). 

Claim 12 & 13: Gropper teaches the schedule modular issuing the instructions [worklist 
item/tasks] (Page 16, Para 0055) but fails to teach specific nature of the imaging 
instructions. However, Karmalawy teaches modality guidance tools which determine 
information should be provided to a technologist during an imaging session to guide a 
technologist trough a properly orchestrated imaging protocol (Col. 9, Line 34-39 & 61- 
65). Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary in the art to modify the system 
of Gropper to include the guidance system of Banks which is capable of providing 
protocol instructions, such as when to inject the contrast agent and when to apply the 
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RF coil, in order to guide a technologist trough a properly orchestrated imaging protocol 
(Col. 9, Line 61-65). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 3-15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The indicated allowability of claim 1 5 in 
Office Action mailed 1 1/13/2008 is withdrawn in view of the newly discovered 
reference(s) to Gropper et al. (WO 03/046689) and Karmalawy et al. (US Patent No. 
6,603,991 B1). Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Seto et al. US Patent No. 6,335,979 B1 

b. Viswanth et al. US Patent Application No. 2005206967 A1 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELENE BOR whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2947. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 8:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Long V. Le can be reached on (571)272-0823. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/H. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3768 



/Eric F Winakur/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3768 



